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Another of the most important tasks in the sphere of culture is undoubtedly
the stabilization of local administrative institutions and the transfer of all local
government and administrative work in the federative and autonomous republics
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to a language which is familiar to the toiling masses. This is by no means simple, and
great efforts are still needed in this regard, owing to the low cultural level of the
mass of the workers and peasants, and lack of sufficient skilled labour.
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Whenever questions of cultural-economic construction in the national
republics and districts come before the organs of the Soviet government, they are
settled not on the lines of guardianship, but on the lines of the maximum
development of independence among the broad masses of workers and peasants
and of initiative of the local Soviet organs.
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However there is no occasion to rejoice in the fact since there are 2,640
inhabitants to each hospital bed and, as regards doctors, Turcmenistan must be
relegated to the last place in the Union. We can boast of some attainments in the
field of modernization and the struggle against crass ignorance, though again we
must warn the reader that Turcmenistan being on a very low level of civilization has
preserved a good many customs of the distant past| However, the recent laws,
passed in order to combat the selling of women into marriage and child marriages

had produced the desired effect.
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The imperialist policy of the Czarist generals, after the conquest of Azerbaijan,
consisted in converting the districts, inhabited by Mahommedans, into colonies

destined to supply raw material to the central Russian markets.
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The agents of the Czar’'s Government were ruthlessly carrying out principle of
‘Divide and Rule’ and did all in their power to sow hatred and discord between the

various races| National animosities were fostered by Government and
Mahommedans and Armenians were systematically incited against each other. The
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ever-recurring conflicts between these two nations at times assumed the form of
massacres.
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It is an undoubted fact, which even the worst enemies of the Soviets cannot
deny : for the last eight years the peace between the races of Azerbaijan has never
been disturbed.
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Beginning with October 1st, 1930, the new budget year, a number of new
\ scientific institutions and Institutes will be opened in Turcomenia, namely :

\OO 1. Turcomen Geological Committee

O 2. Turcomen Institute of Applied Botany

| 3. Institute for study and research of stock breeding

4. Institute of Hydrology and Geophysics

S 5. Institute for Economic Research

6. Chemico-Bacteriological Institute and Institute of Social Hygiene.

The activity of all the scientific institutions of Turcomenia will be regulated by

% a special scientific management attached to the Council of People’s Commissars of
Turcomenia.
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In connection with the removal of the Turcomen Government from Ashkhabad
\ to Chardjni the construction of buildings for the following museums has been
started : Historical, Agricultural, Industrial and Trade Museum, Art Museum,
S Museum of the Revolution. In addition, the construction of an Observatory, State
Library, House of Published Books and House of Science and Culture is planned.

4044
0®

o The Department of Language and Literature of the Institute of the Turcomen
Culture has completed the revision and translation into Russian of Turcomenian
poetry, including folk-lore material and old poetry texts.
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In our view the most formidable of the evils from which India is suffering have
their roots in social and economic customs of long-standing which can only be

remedied by the action of the Indian people themselves.
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