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“Aditi Eternity or the Eternal, is the element which sustains and is sustained by the
Adityas. This conception, owing to the character of what it embraces, had not in
the Vedas been carried out into a definite personification, though the beginnings
of such are not wanting. *** This eternal and inviolable principle in which in which
the Adityas live and which constitutes their essence is the Celestial Light.”

YJ AR POl |

| AR Y] qleTw-

“Aditi, an ancient God or Goddess, is in reality the earliest name invented to
express the Infinite; not the Infinite as the result of a long process of abstract
reasoning but the visible Infinite, visible by the naked eye, the endless expanse
beyond the earth beyond the clouds beyond the sky.”

Translations from the Rig-Veda. |, 230.
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5 Even where the tellers of legends may have altered or forgotten its earlier
mythic meaning, there are often sufficient grounds for an attempt to restore it.
*** For instance the Greeks had still present to their thought the meaning of Argos
Panoptes, lo’s hundred eyed all seeing guard, who slain by Hermes and changed
into a peacock, for Macrobus writes as recognizing in him the star-eyed heaven
itself, even as the Aryan Indra-the Sky-is the “thousand eyed.”

Tylor’s Primitive Culture, p. 230, Vol. I.
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# The Roman winter solstice festival as celebrated on December 25 (VIII Kal. Jan.)
in connexion with the worship of the Sun-God Mithra, appears to have been
instituted in this special form by Aurelin about A.D. 273. and to this festival the day
owes its opposite name of Birth-day of the Unconquered Sun, “Dies Natalis Soils
Invicti”. With full symbolic appropriateness, though not with historical justification,
the day was adopted in the Western Church, where it appears to have been
generally introduced in the fourth century, and whence in time passed to the
Eastern Church, as the solemn anniversary of the birth of Christ, the Christian Dies
Natalis, Christmas day. Attempts have been made to ratify this date as a matter of
history, but no valid or even consistent Christian tradition vouches for it, The real
origin of the festival is clear from the writings of the Fathers after its institution. In
religious symbolism of the material and spiritual Sun, Augustine and Gregory
Nyassa discourse on the glowing light and dwindling darkness that follow the
Nativity, while Leo the Great, among whose people the earlier Solar meaning of
the festival remained in strong remembrance, rebukes in a sermon the pestiferous
persuasion, as he calls it, that this solemn day is to be honoured not for the birth
of Christ, but for the rising, as they say, of the new sun.

Tylor’s Primitive Culture, Vol. ll, p. 297-8.
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I “The Esthonian bride consecrates her new hearth and home by an offering of
money cast into the fire, or laid on the oven for Tule-Ema, fire mother. The
Carinthian peasant will fodder’ the fire to make it kindly and throw lard or
dripping to it, that it may not burn his house. To the Bohemian it is a godless thing
to spit into the fire, God’s fire as he calls it. It is not right to throw away the crumbs
after a meal, for they belong to the fire. Of every kind of dish some should be
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given to the fire and if some runs over, It is wrong to scold, for it belongs to fire. It
\ is because these rights are now so neglected that harmful fires so often break
out.” Primitive Culture, p. 285.

3 Harpokrates.
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