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* Since Megasthenes says nothing of this epic, it is not an improbable hypothesis
that its origin is to be placed in the interval between his times and that of
Chrysostom; for what ignorant sailors took note of would hardly have escaped his
observation.

History of Sanskrit Literature, English Translation, p. 186. Trubner & Co., 1882.
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“The notion originated in a contrivance of the astronomers to show the quantity of
the precession of the equinoxes: This was by assuming an imaginary line, or great
circle, passing through the poles of the ecliptic and the beginning of the fixed
Magha, which circle was supposed to cut some of the stars in Great Bear.*** The
seven stars in the Great Bear being called the Rishis, the circle so assumed was
called the line of the Rishis; and being invariably fixed to the beginning of lunar
asterism Magha, the precession would be noted by stating the degree &c. of any
moveable lunar mansion cut by that fixed line or circle as an index.”

Historical View of the Hindu Astronomy, p. 65.
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“The adventures of the Pandavas in the jungle, and their encounters with
Asuras and Rakshasas are all palpable fictions, still they are valuable as traces which
have been left in the minds of the people of the primitive wars of the Aryans against
the Aborigines.”
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1 “Our concption of the Deity is then bounded by the conditions which bound all
human knowledge and therefore we cannot represent the Deity as he is, but as he
appears to us.”-Mansel, Metaphysics, p. 384

2 PO 2 YU T 4XfSTg (M|

3 I3 M. A 1T 791, OFR 92 I o=

4 ‘It is true that in the Epic poems Rama and Krishna appear as incarnations of
Vishnu, but they at the same time come before us as human heroes, and these
two characters (the divine and the human) are so far from being inseparably
blended together, that both of these heroes are for the most part exhibited in no
other light than other highly gifted men-acting according to human motives and
taking no advantage of their divine superiority. It is only in certain sections which
have been added for the purpose of enforcing their divine character that they take
the character of Vishnu. It is impossible to read either of these two poems with
attention, without being reminded of the later interpolation of such sections as
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ascribe a divine character to the heroes, and of the unskillful manner in which
these passages are often introduced and without observing how loosely they are
connected with the rest of the narrative, and how unnecessary they are for its
progress.” Lassen’s Indian Antiquities quoted by Muir.

“In other places ("@Rﬁﬂ CRELAISREICHE! [WUR) the divine nature of Krishna is

less decidedly affirmed, in some it is disputed or denied; and in most of the
situations he is exhibited in action, as a prince and warrior not as a divinity. He
exercises no superhuman faculties in defence of himself, or his friends, or in the
defeat and destruction of his foes. The Mahabharata, however, is the work of
various periods, and requires to be read through carefully and critically, before its
weight as an authority can be accurately appreciated.” Wilson, Preface to the
Vishnu Purana.
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“The internal evidence is strongly indicative of a date considerably subesquent to
that of the major portion of the Mahabharata.”*
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*  Horace Hayman Wilson’s Essays Analytical, Critical and Philosophical on

subjects connected with Sanskrit Literature, Vol. I. Dr. Rcinhold Rost’s Edition.
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