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It does not however, appear at first sight that the Yellow Peril at which
European economists are terrified is to be compared to the White Peril suspended
over Asia. The Chinese do not send to Paris, Berlin, and St. Petersburg missionaries
to teach Christians the Fung-Chui, and sow disorder in European affairs. A Chinese
expeditionary force did not land in Quiberon Bay to demand of the Government of
the Republic extra-territoriality, i.e., the right of trying by a tribunal of mandarins
cases bending between Chinese and Europeans. Admiral Togo did not come and
bombared Brest Roads with a dozen battleships, for the purpose of improving
Japanese trade in Francellll He did not burn Verseilles in the name of a higher
civilisation. The army of the Great Asiatic Powers did not carry away to Tokio and
Peking the Louvre paintings and the silver service of the Elysee.

No indeed! Monsieur Edmond Thery himself admits that the yellow men are
not sufficiently civilised to imitate the whites so faithfully. Nor does he foresee that
they will ever rise to so high a moral culture. How could it be possible for them to
possess our virtues? They are not Christians. But men entitled to speak consider that
the Yellow Peril is none the less to be dreaded for all that it is economic. Japan and
China organised by Japan, threaten us, in all the markets of Europe, with a
competition frightful, monstrous, enormous, and deformed, the mere idea of which
causes the hair of the economists to stand on end.
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In our own times, the Christian acquired the habit of sending jointly or
separately into that vast Empire, whenever order was disturbed, soldiers who
restored it by means of theft, rape, pillage, murder, and incendiarism, and of
proceeding at short intervals with the pacific penetration of the country with rifles
and guns. The poorly armed Chinese either defend themselves badly or not at all,
and so they are massacred with delightful facility Il Il In 1901, order having been
disturbed at Peking, the troops of the five Great Powers, under the command of a
German Field-Marshal, restored it by the customary means. Having in this fashion
covered themselves with military glory, the five Powers signed one of the
innumerable treaties by which they guarantee the integrity of the very China whose
provinces they divide among themselves.
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They are polite and ceremonious, but are reproached with cherishing feeble
sentiments of affections for Europeans. The grievances we have against them are
greatly of the order of those which Mr. Du Chaillu cherished towards his Gorilla. Mr.
Du Chaillu, while in a forest, brought down with his rifle the mother of a Gorilla. In
its death the brute was still pressing its young to its bosom. He tore it from its
embrace, and dragged it with him in a cage across Africa, for the purpose of selling
it in Europe. Now, the young animal gave him just cause for complaint. It was
unsociable, and actually starved itself to death. “I was powerless,” says Mr. Du
Chaillu, “to correct its evil nature.”
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The Hindus of Malabar are generally speaking mild and docile and have come
to entertain such a mortal fear of the Moplas that the moment any such trouble
arises, the only way of escape the Hindus can think of, is to run for life leaving their
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children and womenfolk behind, to take care of themselves as best as they could,
thinking perhaps honestly that if the Moplas attack them without any previous
molestation, God, the Almighty and the Omniscient, is there to teach them a lesson
and even to take a revenge on their behalf.
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