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The peasants aver that these secret courts work with much greater
expedition, accuracy and fairness than the Crown Courts, and that the Judges
have the invaluable characteristic of incorruptibility. The Drozhakisti, or
Armenian Nationalist party, had previously established a similar system of
justice in the rural districts of the province of Erwan and more than that, they
had practically supplanted the whole of the government system of rural
administration and were employing agricultural experts, teachers and
physicians of thier own choosing. It has long been a matter of notoriety that
ever since the suppression of Armenian schools by the Russian minister of
Education, Delyanoff, who by the way was himself an Armenian, the
Armenian population of the Caucasus has maintained clandestine national
schools of its own.
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